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and superficial and they rarely succeed in introducing any
change in the lives of their brethren. In fact, they themselves
do not take a long time in lapsing into the traditional mode of
life. But perceptible changes occur in the material aspect of life
as well as outlook of those who stay out for a fairly long time.
On return home, they may be able to introduce new ideas and
new wants in the traditional pattern of life, especially if they have
acquired some money, but they are too weak to modify the social
life of their brethren. The social importance of wealth is no
doubt increasing but the forces of tradition and conservatism
are too powerfully entrenched to be shattered by such spasmodic
assaults. And then the proportion of these people who migrate
to industrial centres for long periods is small. The great majority
of the people continue to be labourers and bond slaves who are
still subject to the old social and economic disabilities. For them
the economic barometer has registered no change.

Social Forces

Several important social forces are influencing the lives of
a considerable number of these people. Foremost amongst these
is the recent change in the attitude of high caste Hindus towards
depressed classes. They are now encouraging the depressed
classes to imitate their customs, social standards and religious
beliefs.1 Efforts are also being made, though on a very modest
scale, to improve the economic condition of the depressed classes.
On the other hand, the depressed classes are questioning the
right of high'caste Hindus to subject them to social, economic
and civic disabilities, to keep them in bondage and to exploit
them economically.2 To a considerable extent this change in
their attitude is due to the general political awakening in the
country. But these changes are noticeable mainly in urban
areas or in those places in the interior where advanced political
education of the people has been possible.8

Then there is the desire of these castes to rise in the social
scale. This often results in their relinquishing occupations, food

1  This is due mainly to the efforts of Mahatma Gandhi.

2  Most of the Zamindars are high caste Hindus but the non*HiA,dus do
not treat these people differently.

3  Effects of this are observable mainly in parts of the U,P. and Bihar,   ,